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Volume 5, Issue 9 

December 2015 

 

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS to West Sussex BKA members.  Another year 
is over and as we look forward to Christmas my thanks again go to all of 
those who have contributed to the newsletters this year.  I hope you 
find the contents of interest - if not, please let me know. 
 

As I write this the weather is still unseasonably mild with the bees flying  
on most days.  What problems will this give us next year?  If the queen is 
continuing to lay this may make the Oxalic Acid treatment for Varroa 
less effective.  So we’ll need to watch for viruses as well as the quantity 
of food remaining in the hive. 
 

But there is time to worry about our bees in the New Year and in the 
mean time, enjoy Christmas. 



Are you still in need of inspiration for those last-minute Christmas gifts?  If 
so then take a look at the BBKA’s online shop, The Pollen Basket.  Gifts start 
at just £3.50 with free post and packing on many products. 
www.bbka.org.uk/shop/ 

Wisborough Green Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day 
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Wisborough Green Division will be running their annual 

‘Beginners’ Day’ on Saturday 5th March in Pulborough Vil-

lage Hall from 9am to 5pm.  The full day course is ideal for new 
beekeepers considering taking up the craft and for beekeepers 
who wish to improve their craft skills.   
 
All the information needed to become a beekeeper will be given 
in the presentation.  There are follow-up sessions at the well-
equipped Wisborough Green teaching apiary when the active 
beekeeping season resumes in the spring.  This provides the op-
portunity to learn and achieve competence on someone else’s 
facilities under supervision before buying bees and equipment.  The course is also suitable for those who 
may have just started beekeeping, but have had little or no guidance. 
 
The presentation will be by very experienced beekeepers with others available during break times to pro-
vide advice and information. 
 
Brief details can be found on the Wisborough Green page of the West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association 
website or the Division’s own website where you can download an Entry Form.  
 
Contact Roger Patterson 01403 790637 or 07976 306492, roger-patterson@btconnect.com for course 
details, or Gordon Allan 01798 343470, petworthgordon@btopenworld.com to book. 
 

The Pollen Basket 

Portsmouth & District BKA Spring Convention 

The Association’s Spring Convention will be held on Saturday 12th March at 

Trafalgar School , Hilsea, Portsmouth, PO2 9RJ from 9:15am to 4:20pm.  Tickets 
are £14 in advance or £17 on the day and the price includes lunch and refresh-
ments. 
 
The morning’s speakers will be followed by lunch and a choice of 5 workshops in 
the afternoon. 
 
For full details visit the PDBKA’s website: 
http://portsmouthbeekeepers.co.uk/cms/index.php/events/pdbka-spring-convention-12-mar-2016 
 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/shop/
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/page_3036653.html
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Beginners_Day.html
mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
http://portsmouthbeekeepers.co.uk/cms/index.php/events/pdbka-spring-convention-12-mar-2016


Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

 

Central Sussex Division 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Central Sussex website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 8th December - ’Honey Tasting Christmas Social’.  7:30pm at the Fishbourne Centre, Black-

boy Lane, Fishbourne, Chichester, PO18 8BE.  
Further details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 
or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 10th December - Social Evening at Ferring Village Hall at 7:30pm.  Further details from 

Phil Carter:  philange5180@btinternet.com.  Or take a look at the Division’s new website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

... and Dates for your 2016 Diary 

Saturday 23rd January - ‘Preparing Honey & Wax’.  An event organ-

ised by Surrey BKA at Walton-on-Thames.  See the article in last month’s 
newsletter. 

 

Saturday 13th February - Surrey BKA’s ‘Course in General Hus-

bandry’.  Details in this newsletter. 

Saturday 27th February - West Sussex BKA Annual Convention.  Details in this newsletter. 

Saturday 5th March - Wisborough Green BKA Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day.  Pulborough Village Hall, 

RH20 2BF.  See article in this newsletter. 

Saturday 12th March - Portsmouth & District BKA Spring Convention.  See article in this newsletter. 

 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 
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mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:sj.elliott@ukgateway.net
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk


Lodge Hill, Pulborough will again be the venue for our Annual Convention in February.  Details are now 
finalised and we have an impressive blend of presentations and seminars with something for everyone.  
Please book the date in your diary NOW! 
 

The main speakers are Celia Davis, Peter Sutcliffe and Norman Carreck.   
Celia is the widely-respected author of the books ‘The Honeybee Inside Out’ and ‘The Honeybee Around 

and About’.  The title of Celia’s main talk is ‘The World of the Honeybee Queen’.  She will also be pre-
senting a seminar ‘World of Scents’. 

Pete has worked tirelessly for the BBKA in a number of roles and until recently was a BBKA Trustee.  His 
main talk is on ‘Colony Nutrition’ and he is presenting a seminar on ‘Beekeeping Myths’. 

Norman is a research scientist, Science Director of IBRA and works alongside Professor Ratnieks at the 
Laboratory of Apiculture and Social Insects at the University of Sussex.  He will be giving a main talk on 
‘What future for local bees in Britain?‘ 

 

There will be other seminars to choose from - ‘Insecticides – Facts and Myths’ by Bartholomews Agri 
Foods Ltd;  ‘Soap Making’ by Liz Ready; ‘Bees Need Plants, Plants Need Bees’ by Pam Hunter and 
‘Exploring Queen Problems’ by Roger Patterson and Jim Norfolk. 
 

Refreshments and a simple lunch will be included and there will be many opportunities to catch up with 
fellow beekeepers from around the county and beyond.  Paynes are returning and will bring a range of 
equipment and books to sell and so there is plenty of opportunity to spend as well! 
 

Further details will soon be available on the WSBKA website 
and will be sent out with the Booking Form in next month’s 
newsletter. 

Canine Partners’ Appeal for Stamps 

Members have made a significant contribution to this charity in previ-
ous years by donating used stamps from Christmas cards.  This gener-
osity has helped to train Pat and other assistance dogs for the disabled 
at their training centre in Heyshott near Midhurst.   
 

So if you can continue to help this charity please save the stamps from 
Christmas cards (and other correspondence) and send to:  Canine Part-
ners’ Stamp Appeal, PO Box 638, Fareham, Hampshire, 
PO14 9JJ.   
 

This is an ongoing appeal and more details are available on 
the charity’s website - www.caninepartners.org.uk  

Surrey BKA - Course in General Husbandry 
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Beyond the Basic – improving your beekeeping skills.  Saturday 13th February 2016 from 10am to 

4pm in Mitcham.  Cost is £35.  This is the first of a two-part General Husbandry course for those who wish 
to gain further practical training beyond the Basic Assessment, and those wishing to take the BBKA Gen-
eral Husbandry assessment in the future.  The course content assumes delegates will have two or three 
years’ practical beekeeping experience.  Full details from Sandra Rickwood:  

rickwoodsbka@gmail.com  
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WSBKA Annual Convention - 27th February 2016 

http://www.caninepartners.org.uk
mailto:rickwoodsbka@gmail.com


Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News 
 

What has the BBKA ever done for us beekeepers?  Well, there is the insurance 
which provides a level of cover not available on the open insurance market at such 
a competitive price; and there is the examination and assessment system which 
helps improve our knowledge and understanding of bees; and there are all the in-
formation leaflets and BBKA NEWS which is very informative.   
 
OK, but apart from the insurance and exams and BBKA NEWS what has the BBKA 
ever done for us beekeepers?  Well, it runs local Divisions which report to Area 
Associations which send delegates to BBKA meetings and appoint trustees to over-
see the BBKA.  Sorry, not interested!! 

 
Well, maybe we should be.  We are the BBKA, an organisation with 25,500 members and a budget of 
around £800,000.  There is a survey currently on the BBKA website: www.bbka.org.uk/members/
bbka_survey_october_to_december_2015 which asks us all what we want from the BBKA.  It does not 
take much time to complete, but the more members who complete it the better idea those running the 
BBKA will have of the sort of organisation we want.  The survey seeks to answer broad questions: 
 

1.    What roles should the BBKA be playing?  Are you happy with what is being done or are there things 
the BBKA should not be involved in or things they should be doing? 
2.    What sort of organisation structure would be best to fulfill these roles?  Is the current system 
whereby each Area Association sends a delegate to the ADM and votes on motions and for trustees, or 
should we have one member, one vote?  Should we appoint a CEO to run the BBKA or continue with a 
largely volunteer-run organisation?  
3.    What sort of constitutional structure would ensure good governance?  There have been two Special 
Delegates Meetings in the past two years, all really to do with governance and there is currently a work-
ing party www.bbka.org.uk/members/bbka_2015_annual_cycle_working_party trying to resolve timing of 
the ADM and the annual budget.  The West Sussex BKA committee recently completed a survey on this on 
your behalf. 
 

I have completed the current members’ survey and have asked all committee members to complete it, 
but it is there for all members to complete so those running the BBKA get as full a view as possible of 
what we want from our organisation.  It’s available to complete online until the end of the month.   
 
Meanwhile, what about the bees?  I went to the National Honey Show recently, mainly because I wanted 
to hear two talks.  One was by Professor Dave Goulson on neonicotinoids, which I found very informative 
and balanced.  I have to admit that my opinion has moved from ‘the jury is out’, to, ‘there is probably 
enough evidence to convict’!   It seems that honeybees are quite resilient in the face of neonicotinoids, 
which is why beekeepers don’t see problems, but other species of bee aren’t so robust and along with 
many other organisms are in rapid decline.  Indeed, a recent study looking at UK butterfly census data for 
the last 30 years found a negative correlation between the use of neonicotinoids and butterfly numbers in 
15 out of 17 common species, and many species of birds aren’t faring much better.   
 
The other talk was on Varroa and Deformed Wing Virus (DWV) by Laura Brettell from Salford University.  
At last a clear explanation of viruses and Varroa.  It seems that 
when Varroa first arrives certain viruses or strains of virus take 
advantage and predominate.  

Jim’s Jottings 
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http://www.bbka.org.uk/members/bbka_survey_october_to_december_2015
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We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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There was however one interesting observation which concerns the Swindon bees and has recently been published.  
These are the bees Ron Hoskins has been developing for years and talked to us about at our last Spring Convention.  
He hasn’t treated for Varroa for years and it was perhaps widely assumed that it was the bees that were resistant.  
Researchers have discovered the reason his bees survived was that they had a different type of DWV which con-
ferred protection against the more virulent strain which eventually kills most of the bees in untreated colonies.   
 

Not long afterwards I had an e-mail from Alan Byham.  He was commenting on my mention, in the last County 
News, of the bees in Gwynedd which survived winter without treatment for Varroa.  He informed me that local ad-
vice is to collect a swarm from the area which will have the local Varroa and after that there won’t be any prob-
lems.  Sounds like the bee virus experts should check that one out too.   
 

That I think brings us full circle to the REViVe proposal we are subscribing to, which I mentioned last month.  It fol-
lows on from the discovery of a less virulent strain of DWV in Swindon bees and is about identifying and spreading 
non-virulent strains of DWV so that bees and Varroa can co-exist.  
 

Wishing you a Happy Christmas and a prosperous and successful 2016. 
 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

and finally. . . 

 

There has been a lot of interest recently in the ‘Waggle Wedge’.   BeeCraft now 

has a special offer available.  Details on their online shop:   
www.bee-craft.com/bee-craft-shop/product/waggle-wedge%e2%80%8f/ 
 

 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com
http://www.bee-craft.com/bee-craft-shop/product/waggle-wedge%e2%80%8f/
http://www.bee-craft.com/bee-craft-shop/product/waggle-wedge%e2%80%8f/

